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Autumn 2011 Issue

Dear Familypet Vet client,

Welcome to our Autumn edition of our newsletter. We 
would like to welcome back Dani at Mclaren Vale after her 
maternity leave and Bronwyn Thomas at Coromandel Val-
ley after a 7 year break. They are both valued members of 
our nursing team and are looking forward seeing you and 
your pet again in either of our clinics. Rebecca Fitzgerald 
is the newest member of our team and will be nursing in 
both the Coromandel and Mclaren Vale clinic.

 Dr Nick West and all the staff of Familypet Vet.



Doggy Dementia
  
Does your older dog have any of the following signs?
Disorientation or confusion. Staring at walls, going to the wrong side of the door, losing 
his/her way?
Personality changes. Change in play behaviour or affection levels, increased  irritability?
Change in sleeping habits. Pacing at night, sleeping more during the day and less at night?
Loss of learned behaviour such as house training.
Changes in activity levels. Less interested in exploration or decreased self grooming. Aim-
less wandering, compulsive behaviours like excessive licking or fly-catching.
Sadly, canine cognitive dysfunction syndrome (or doggy dementia) can occur as early as 7 
years and in as many as 50% of dogs older than 11 years. The disease is one of brain aging 
and is similar to Alzheimers in people.
Can we help?
Yes! We cannot cure brain aging but we can often help slow the progression of the disease 
and help with the symptoms. 
At home, maintain regular mental and physical stimulation for your elderly friend. Regular 
exercise, work or ongoing training as appropriate does help. 
Seek veterinary advice sooner rather than later. We perform a thorough examination to 
check for physical abnormalities. We may also recommend a blood or urine test to rule out 
other problems. There may be other physical problems causing the symptoms which could 
be treated. 
Special diets are available to help combat brain aging, and in some patients medications can 
also make a great difference to quality of life. Ask us if you have any concerns regarding 
your elderly pet.



If money didn’t matter….

Wouldn’t it be nice if you didn’t have to consider whether you could afford the best possible 
treatment regimes for our pets. We could always start a bank account for them? Or we could 
consider Health Insurance for our pets. 
Generally, pets are very important members of modern families. Having modern first class 
treatment for them is vital for them and for you. Whether the treatment is with Familypet Vet or  a 
specialist, cost shouldn’t have to be part of your decision making.
Pet insurance is available and we highly recommend it for your peace of mind.

 Treatment for a cat bitten by a snake requiring intensive care treatment is likely to be over a 
thousand dollars. Or a dog which has leg fractures as a result of a vehicle accident may be several 
thousand dollars as are knee operations to repair torn cruciate ligaments which are quite common 
injuries. 

Your pet could be covered for as little as $13.90 for a dog and $ 11.40 for a cat per month. Some 
insurance companies offer a “First 4 weeks free introductory cover”.  Ask our staff for more 
information.

THINGS ARE
LOOKING UP! 

Working as a Locum Veterinarian at the 
Adelaide and Monarto zoo’s our vet Jerome 
Kalvas is fortunate enough to be witness to 
some of the more interesting operations that 
are undertaken on animals that he otherwise 
would not see at a small animal clinic.
  Jerome recently got to watch a castration 
operation on a young male giraffe at Monarto 
Zoo. The operation went without a hitch and 
was very similar to castrating cattle which is 
a routine operation in large animal practices. 
Of course a much larger crush is required and 
rather than having to reach down the vet had to 
reach up!!!



   FROGS WANTED!

My name is Jerome Kalvas and I am a Veterinarian currently working at Familypet Vet Coromandel 
Valley. I also have a passion for wildlife, in particular frogs, and am currently completing my 
Masters degree in Veterinary Conservation Medicine by studying the prevalence of the amphibian 
chytrid fungus within the Adelaide Hills. This fungus has caused a global decline and extinction of 
frogs and although it is known that chytrid is present in the hills data from this region is currently 
lacking. My proposed study will aim to confirm the presence and prevalence of chytrid in the six 
species of frogs that live in the Adelaide bioregion.

I will be starting to take samples in April through to October when the temperature is lower and 
the chytrid fungus is able to replicate. I shall be using a well published, simple and standardized 
method for sampling both local frog and tadpole populations which is completely non-invasive and 
simply involves capture, taking a swab off the skin or mouthparts and then releasing them back into 
the site of capture. The hard part comes in finding frog and tadpole populations within the Adelaide 
bioregion which is where you can help! If you know that there are frog or tadpole populations on 
your property, or in nearby parks or creeks I would greatly appreciate it if you could contact me via 
the following email:  frogsurvey@hotmail.com

I shall then be able to co-ordinate my movements and organise with you a time (often being at night 
when frogs are most active) that I may then come to capture, sample and release some of your local 
frog visitors. Any help in this endeavour will be greatly appreciated and you will be contributing to 
information that may one day save a species from extinction.

Cheers, Jerome

Visit our Website
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