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Summer 2011 Issue , Fleas, ticks 
and snakes

Welcome to our Summer Edition of Familypet Vet 
Newsletter.With the festive season behind us we are 
preparing ourselves for a hot summer.

Fleas, ticks and snakes love our summers. Being 
prepared is better than a cure. Please come in and get 
your flea and tick preventative products from us. Hope 
you enjoy reading our newsletter.

 Dr Nick West and all the staff of Familypet Vet.



Snake 
bites 
does 
and 
donts

There are several old theories of what to do when confronted with humans or pets that have 
suffered a venomous snake bite. Needless to say that the old theories of cutting and sucking 
the venom from the wound, raising or lowering the affected area, submerging the affected 
area are ineffective and desperate measures which are not recommended for pets.  
Here are some guidelines of what to do if you suspect your  pet may have been bitten by a 
venomous snake: 
- Do NOT use a tourniquet. A tourniquet can restrict the circulation to the area causing 

more tissue damage than the bite itself.
- Do NOT try to catch that snake as you are at risk being bitten too, But try and get a de-

scription (colour) which may help identify the correct Antivenine to use.
 
 Limit your pets activity. Keep your pet as calm and quiet as possible. This will help slow 
the venoms access to the circulation. 
Get your pet to Familypet Vet or veterinary emergency clinic urgently, phone to alert us, we 
may save vital minutes as we save your pet`s life . Even nonvenomous bites can cause tis-
sue damage and infection. 
 
THIS LABRADOR HAD TO BE TREATED WITH ANTIVENINE AND SPENT 3 
DAYS IN HOSPITAL. He made a full recovery.



Flea allergy 
dermatitis

Flea allergy dermatitis is the most common allergy in cats and is caused by flea bites, specifically 
the saliva of the flea. It is a very itchy disease and predisposes to the development of secondary 
skin infections.  
 
Oddly enough, most pets with flea allergy have very few fleas – because they are so itchy, they 
groom themselves excessively, eliminating any evidence of fleas. However, a couple of flea bites 
every two weeks are sufficient to make a flea allergic cat itchy all the time. Any pet can become 
allergic to fleas, although some cats are more attractive to fleas than others.  
 
Fleas are bloodsucking insects with a life span of 6 to 12 months. This life span is influenced by 
environmental conditions and can vary from two to three weeks up to a year.If you cat is over 
grooming or developing sores make sure their flea control is up to date and come and see us so 
we can treat the secondary skin infections and help them with their itchiness.. 

Familypet Vet is pleased to introduce Royal Canin as our Veterinary pet food line. As an intro-
duction offer we are doing a $ 5.00 discount voucher for summer until end of Feb 2011. Bring in 
the voucher for your discount. 

See overleaf for conditions

GIFT VOUCHER
$5.00



Pet of the month SARAH.

Sarah, a 14 year old female Jack Russell Terrier weighing 4.8Kg, had been looking less trim 
over the last few weeks but didn’t seem to be eating any more than usual. Feeling her tummy 
revealed a suspect mass of some considerable size and Dr West was able to confirm with 
our portable Ultrasound that the mass was indeed a cancer of the spleen. After a discussion 
of risks and benefits of an operation with Sarah`s ‘Parents” they decided to go ahead and 
explore the opportunity of removing the tumour if there was likely to be a positive benefit 
for Sarah. Dr Nick West`s own dog Ani “donated” blood to ensure Sarah would survive the 
operation as she had already suffered some blood loss as a result of the tumour.  Sarah was 
a star all the way through the operation and a credit to her breed. Dr Nick West removed a 
solid splenic tumour that weighed 600gms ,nearly15% of Sarah’s bodyweight. With Ani`s 
blood and all the post op care from the nurses, Sarah was able to go home late the next day to 
her very happy and loving “Parents”. Two weeks later she is back to her normal vibrant self.

Staff News
We would like to thank our Coromandel Valley clients for their understanding during our 
redecorations. We have repainted the inside and there is still some work we wish to do. 
McLaren Vale is due for a face lift so please bear with us through the redecorating work. We 
are saying goodbye to our nurse Chris Uern who has gone back to Queensland after 3 years 
working at both Familypet Clinics. We welcome back Dani Harden from her maternity leave 
at Mclaren Vale, and Alana Lowery previously of Mclaren Vale clinic who has been working 
with Equine Vets for 2 years and will be returning to work at both Coromandel and Mclaren 
Vale Familypet Vet Clinics. 

Visit our Website
WWW.FAMILYPETVET.COM.AU


